
Celebrating 40 years of investing in public education



$200K Achievers grants supported 
students with academic or financial need

$55K Classroom Enrichment grants supported 
innovative ideas and equitable classrooms

STUDENT SUPPORT

$75K College Scholarships 
awarded to CHCCS Students 

$26K Blue Ribbon Mentor-  
Advocate Scholarships and Programs

$38K  
Enrichment opportunity 
scholarships 

200 Students were able 
to attend summer camps

$10K Emergency 
housing needs provided 
to families

GRANTS AWARDED

$57K 
Professional Development 
grants supported curriculum 
development and training 
for district staff

600+ Teachers received 
supplies for their classrooms

EDUCATOR SUPPORT

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

59 Novice Teacher gifts 

6 Teacher Conference Presenter Grants

2 International 
Travel Grants

50 Scholarships  
to teachers and school 
nurses pursuing National 
Board certification or 
recertification through 
NBPTS 

90 Awards to recognize 
outstanding teachers and  
staff including 15 endowed 
Teaching Chair awards 

$788K Grant funding 
managed by PSF for CHCCS

2,300+ 
5K for Education registrants 
(largest ever!) 

2,100+
Breakfast and Roses delivered 
to all school staff; vital funds 
were raised to support  
Teachers First programs

Awarded to support every student,  
every teacher, every school

Over $106K of funding to support teachers and staff



In planning for our 40th year of serving Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools, I have enjoyed learning more about the rich history of the 
Foundation. Our founders recognized that the health of our schools is vital 
to our vibrant community. They sought to create a “margin of excellence” 
for our school system by engaging local businesses and individuals to create 
opportunities for students and educators.

Since 1984, PSF has provided over $15M of funding to our schools for 
innovative programs, equitable opportunities and educator support! Our successes of the last 40 
years would not be possible without the invaluable support and collaboration of our community 
members, local businesses, and strategic partners. 

With great pride, I share accomplishments of the past school year. Together, we are transforming 
lives, inspiring minds, and building a brighter future. 

As we look ahead, we remain focused on expanding our impact and serving the evolving needs of 
our students and educators. We are committed to fostering a culture of excellence and providing 
equitable opportunities for all. Thank you for your unwavering support as we work together to 
build strong public schools. I am excited about the future!

Gratefully, 

Madeline Blobe, 
Executive Director

I am honored to serve as the new Board Chair for PSF and 
support our wonderful community of educators, administrators, 
staff, and dedicated volunteers. Please mark your calendars for late 
January as we celebrate 40 years of investing in public education 
through the Public School Foundation. Details to come!

Tamara Rice,
Board President

1980s
The Foundation was established to engage our commu-
nity in investing in public education. The first grants were 
awarded and the first Teaching Chairs were established. 

By 1989, PSF had awarded $85K

1990s
The Educator Extra Credit program engages 75 local 
merchants to offer discounts to CHCCS staff. Hosted the 
first Walk for Education. 

By 1999, PSF had awarded $176K 

2000s
New events include Breakfast and Roses and The Teacher 
Supply Store. The first Strowd Roses Grant was received  
to support our Achievers Fund. 

By 2009, PSF had awarded $1.8M

2010s
Received an Oak Foundation grant for equitable 
opportunities for students. Launched the Partners in 
Education program. Increased the number of scholarships 
for graduating seniors. 

By 2019, PSF had awarded $9.8M

2020s
Our community funded a PSF emergency fund for families 
in need during the pandemic. The 5K grew to over 2,000  
registrants. The number of teaching chairs awarded  
increased to 15.

Since 1984, PSF has awarded $15.6M to CHCCS



GARDEN COLLABORATIVE SCHOOL-BASED ENTERPRISE
Tracey Jessee, Exceptional Children’s facilitator teacher at Chapel Hill High School (CHHS), envi-
sioned having a garden space accessible for her students with mobility issues. Two raised beds were 
constructed in Spring 2023, and more will be installed in the Fall. Students are becoming adept at 
utilizing the adaptive equipment, such as the switch/button-operated watering devices. Those in 
wheelchairs can now engage directly in ways that were previously not possible.  

GLORIOUS OCEANS

Glorious Oceans was an innovative cross-curricula project that engaged every student and teacher at 
Carrboro Elementary. A major focus of the exhibit was ocean ecology, resources the ocean provides, 
and the impact of humans on the ocean. Black lights, ocean sounds and fans all transformed the 
auditorium stage into a magical underwater world. 

“Students saw how bodies of water connect us all 
across the globe. This helped kids to see how they 
belong in the world.”

Deb Cox, Carrboro Elementary 

“I realize how much some of our  
students really enjoy using the adap-
tive equipment more in this new 
setting and can be motivated to 
demonstrate their abilities and skills 
with greater consistency”. 
Tracey Jessee, Chapel Hill High School

FROM MAKER SPACE TO MAKE YOUR SPACE

At Smith Middle School, the Makerspace area of the library has been a cornerstone of the Cyclone 
experience. The space includes equipment for music creation, enhanced 3D printing capabilities, 
and paper-crafting options using the new Cricut machine. All students have access to the 
technology, tools and materials to create personal projects and to collaborate with their teachers 
and each other. 

“With these tools readily available, we can 
engage all students. In this way, the library’s 
promise to meet their needs can be met  
more meaningfully.”
Gabe Graña, Smith Middle School

THE RHETORIC BEHIND PRISON AND PUNISHMENT

Patrick Shultz and Neal Morgan, English Teachers at East Chapel Hill High School, challenged 
students to think differently about our criminal justice system, particularly for those who are 
underrepresented and marginalized. Students increased their nonfiction literacy and their research, 
rhetorical and language skills. Additionally, this project prepared them for the critical thinking 
necessary for higher learning. PSF helped by providing grant funds to purchase five different books 
that explored modern criminal justice reform. 

“Several students reached out to members 
of the community to supplement their 
knowledge, including teachers, prisoners, 
politicians, guards, lawyers and community 
members impacted by incarcerated family 
members.”
Patrick Shultz, East Chapel Hill High School



CHCCS SECONDARY READING MATTERS

A team of secondary reading specialists attended the annual NC Reading Association (NCRA) 
Conference. The objectives for this project were for the team to work more collaboratively; to 
vertically align intervention methods, assessments, and instructional models; and to connect with 
information, ideas, and resources from renowned professionals and experts in the world of K-12 
literacy and related fields. 

ART TEACHERS HAVE A PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY

Elementary Art teachers from across the district spent a Teacher Workday at the Carrboro ArtsCen-
ter where they were allowed the time and space to facilitate a growth opportunity for professional 
development that tied directly to their needs. Some funds were also used to purchase picture books 
that told stories around clay and pottery that were taken back to the art classrooms. 

“This project facilitated a 
team building opportunity 
for the secondary reading 
teachers and strengthened 
efforts to bring our 
approaches to intervention, 
assessment techniques, and 
classroom implementation 
models into greater harmony 
with one another.” 
Christy Stanley, CHCCS 
Director of Humanities

“It’s very energizing to be able to collaborate 
with each other as elementary art teachers.” 
Deb Cox, Carrboro Elementary

LICENSURE LEARNING LIBRARY

A Licensure Learning Library was established at Lincoln Center. The library houses study guides 
and exam preparation materials that can be accessed as needed by all current and future Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro City School (CHCCS) educators. The books and guides in the library provide crit-
ical support for educators who must meet testing requirements mandated by the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instruction. 

NBPTS CERTIFICATION

The Foundation provides grants to partially reimburse teachers and school nurses who pursue 
National Board Certification and Maintenance of Certification (MOC) from the National Board of 
Professional Teaching Standards. Last school year, 50 CHCCS educators received support. 

“The Licensure Learning Library has become 
another resource and layer of support.”
Katy Cobb, CHCCS Coordinator of Licensure

“Thank you for supporting me as I seek to 
continue my National Board Certification with 
the MOC. It helped me stay accountable to the 
process, knowing that your organization was 
invested in my success.”
Christine Cohn, Estes Hills Elementary



COMPETITIONS

Matt Nedimyer, band teacher at Culbreth Middle School (CMS), received a grant to ensure students with 
financial need could join their peers and participate in a band competition in Atlanta. While in Atlanta, 
students also toured the Georgia Aquarium, the Coca-Cola Museum, and the National Center for Civil 
and Human Rights–all great educational experiences for the students.

FIELD TRIPS

Field trips immerse students in learning about history, geography, and the world around them. Benefits 
are not just academic. Students make connections and collaborate with peers. Research shows there 
are academic as well as social and emotional benefits to venturing outside the classroom to learn. PSF 
Achievers grants provide financial assistance to ensure all students can participate in these enriching 
experiences. This year students were able to travel to the mountains, the ocean, Williamsburg and 
Washington D.C. 

“Students were amazed by how 
people in the past lived life on a daily 
basis. Some reflected on how great it 
felt to stand in the exact spot as Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. stood when he 
delivered his famous speech.”
Tequila Powell, Northside Elementary

“It was priceless seeing the students’ 
reaction when they a received a Superior 
rating. Students’ engagment increased 
because all students were able to make 
the trip with us!”

Matt Nedimyer, Culbreth Middle

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Anne Craig Barnes Scholarship for the Arts was established when Mrs. Barnes retired from the 
North Carolina House of Representatives. To honor her legacy as an advocate for arts education in 

our public schools, colleagues established a PSF endowed 
scholarship in her name to recognize a CHCCS senior who 
planned to pursue and study their art in college. Though  
Mrs. Barnes passed away recently, her passion for the arts  
will continue through this opportunity for students. 

This year’s recipient of the scholarship is East Chapel Hill 
High graduate and accomplished clarinetist, Kevin Chen. 
Kevin will be attending the University of Chapel Hill to 
pursue a Bachelor of Arts in Music.

PSF oversees sixteen scholarships for CHCCS students as 
well as scholarships for the Blue Ribbon Mentor-Advocate 
program and Phoenix Academy. In the spring of 2023, 
$75K was awarded to 34 outstanding CHCCS students for 
secondary education. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL STEAM

Hands-on experiences engage students and enhance learning. PSF funded STEAM programs at 
Culbreth Middle, Rashkis Elementary, and McDougle Elementary this spring. Culbreth’s STEAM 
Day event included a wide range of presentations including video game engineering, chemistry, 
orthopedics, and recycling. Each session included a presentation, demonstration, and/or guided 
activity. Funding for this event came from the Margaret Kepner Science Enrichment Fund.



Jasmine Johnson 
Scroggs Elementary

Upper Elementary 
Chair for Excellence 
in Teaching Innovation

Sheila Fleming 
Scroggs Elementary

PSF Chair for 
Excellence in 
Teaching Cultural Arts

Miles Chappell
Phillips Middle

Zora Rashkis Chair 
for Teaching Middle 
School Language Arts 
or Social Studies

Susan Meyer
Culbreth Middle

Zora Rashkis Chair for 
Excellence in Teaching 
World Language

Paula Dey
Carrboro High

Elmo’s Chair for 
Excellence in Teaching 
High School Math 
or Science

Courtney Byrd
Chapel Hill High

Burton Stuart Promising 
New Teacher of Math  
or Science

STAFF AWARDS
To celebrate excellence in teaching, PSF partners with CHCCS 
each spring to host an annual awards ceremony. PSF now has 15 
endowed Teaching Chairs and also provides funding for over 70 
other awards to recognize educators from across the district who 
are dedicated to teaching and caring for our children.

5K FOR EDUCATION
The 5K for Education held on UNC’s 
campus each spring is a time for our 
community to celebrate and support 
public education. 2023 marked our 
largest 5K yet with over 2,300 registrants 
including CHCCS staff, families, and 
community members. 

TEACHER SUPPLY STORE 
Since 2007 
PSF has part-
nered with the 
East Chapel 
Hill Rotary 
Club to host a 
back to school 
Teacher Supply 
Store. Through 
the years, 
this event has 
provided over 
$600,000 of 
school supplies 
to teachers and 
students. This 

event offsets the amount of money teachers have 
to spend to stock their classrooms and it’s also a 
fun back-to-school event. 

NOVICE TEACHER TEA

Each fall, PSF invites all first year teach-
ers to a reception to celebrate the end of 
their first quarter of teaching. It’s a time 
for teachers to feel appreciated, connect 
with other beginning teachers and take a 
deep breath. All novice teachers receive a 
gift and a check from PSF to thank them 
for choosing to be a part of the CHCCS 
community. 



TEACHERS FIRST  
BREAKFAST AND ROSES
In addition to celebrating 40 years, the 
2023-2024 school year marks the 20th 
Breakfast and Roses Fundraiser to support 
“Teachers First”! Since 2004, the Breakfast and 
Roses fundraiser has provided over $1M to support CHCCS 
educators with classroom grants, professional development  
opportunities, the Teacher Supply Store, the Novice Tea,  
assistance with National Board fees, conference presenter  
expenses, international travel, educator resources, and more. 

Chapel Hill Restaurant Group (CHRG) has been commit-
ted to this fundraiser since its beginning. Greg Overbeck and 
CHRG are passionate about investing in our schools and 
supporting teachers. CHRG and their staff donate and cook 
the food for this event so that 100% of donations can go to 
support grants and awards for CHCSS educators. 

“Teachers are one of our  
community's most important 
assets!”
Greg Overbeck - Chapel Hill  
Restaurant Group

THANK YOU TO CHAPEL HILL  
RESTAURANT GROUP!

Heartfelt thanks to the many individuals, organizations, foundations, corporations, and  
government entities that supported our work with financial donations in 2022-23. A special  
thanks to our Platinum level Partners in Education and event sponsors listed below.

Summa Cum Laude  
$50,000 and above  
The Farley Fisher Gift Fund
Oak Foundation
Strowd Roses  
 
Magna Cum Laude  
$25,000-$49,999  
East Chapel Hill Rotary Club*
Julie and Scott Werry  
 
Cum Laude  
$10,000-$24,999  
Fund for the Triangle of the 
 Triangle Community Foundation
Janet and Eldad Hadar
Paul and Kimberly Hodulik
Bob Kepner
Peter Mapleson and Michael Tobin
Melvin and Zora Rashkis 
 Charitable Trust
Jim and Suki Newton
Michael Swimm and 
 Jessica McCann
UNC Autograph Basketball for 
 the Community
Mark and Stacey Yusko 
  
Platinum Apple  
$5,000-$9,999  
Chapel Hill Restaurant Group* 
Martha Brooks
Faculty Connection LLC*
Fleet Feet*
Hendrick Subaru Southpoint*
Meredith Foltz and Gary Davis
Frederick Lehman, DDS*
Melissa McCullough
Nicholson Tutoring*
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery*
The Prentice Foundation, Inc.
The Soo Foundation
Town of Chapel Hill 
 Human Services
UNC Health*
YOPO*

Golden Apple  
$2,500-$4,999  
Central Dermatology Center*
Steven Gardner
Sue Hunter
Orange County Arts Commission
Zachary and Leigh Osofsky
Joe and Tamara Rice

Doug and Sue Sept
The Merck Foundation
The Blyler/Thompson 
 Charitable Fund
Town of Carrboro Human Services
Ashley and John Wilson
Ford and Allison Worthy

Silver Apple 
$1,000 - $2,499
Ethan Addes
Alight Solutions
Atlantic Private Wealth*
Justin and Corinne Barton
Russell Blackwell
Maurice and Mary Brookhart
May and Cotton Bryan
Lindsay Burk
Scott and Mia Burroughs 
Carol Woods Retirement 
 Community*
Carolina Car Wash & Detail
Darryl and Margaret Carpenter
The Cedars of Chapel Hill, LLC*
CHCCS Class of 1969 Reunion
Anne and Tim Clark
Coleman, Huntoon and Brown*
John and Christine Cotton
Ryan Coutinho
Laurie Crabtree
Janice Dodds
Double Good
Matt Ewend
Grau Building Company*
The Howard Bayne Fund
Mary Howes
David and Sharon Huntoon
Investors Title*
Anne and Nicholas Johnson
Brian and Moyra Kileff
Leo and Gertrude Marantz Fund
Eva Levesque
Paul Lindsay
Susan Lombardo and Mary 
 Van Bourgondien
Joe and Robin McMahon
Lorenzo Mejia and Mary 
 Lynn Ryerson
Adam and Jennifer Mersereau
Moseley Architects*
Nassar Omar
Orange County Rape 
 Crisis Center
Christopher Paul
Neil and Deborah Pedersen

Phoenix Wealth Advisors*
Pierce Group Benefits*
Pinnacle Financial Partners*
Jeff and Allison Polish
Rich and Marilyn Preyer
Kathryn Price
Ed and Donna Rainey
Reinhold Family Foundation
Rotary Club of Chapel Hill*
School of Rock*
Thomas and Linda Sloan
Sonja Haynes Stone Center for  
 Research in Black Cultures  
 & Hispanics
State Employees Combined  
 Campaign
Bill and Lisa Stuckey
Studio G Aesthetic and 
 Family Dentistry*
Annie and Patrick Sullivan
Laura Svetkey
Luther and Hope Talbert
The Tony Yount Legacy Fund
Lawson and Steve Travers
Ricci and Ferol Vernon
Johnathan Weaver
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc*
Stephen and Lynn Werk
David and Heather Yeowell
Andy and Nancy Zeman

Bronze Apple 
$500 - $999
Mike and Mary Andrews
Bill and Susan Barry
Jim and Laura Baxley
Edward and Jamezetta Bedford
Blackman & Sloop, CPAs, PA*
Andrew and Danielle Blass
Betsy Booth
Brandwein’s Bagels*
Cammie Brantley
Carolyn Brookhart
Trudy Buckingham
Carrboro Family Vision
Virginia Carson
Matthew and Kristine Castellano
Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
 Association of Educators
CHC NAACP Youth Council
Jenny and Scott Commins
Allison and Greg Crawford
Diane Eblin
Dawn and Stephen Edgerton
Peter Elkins

Franklin Street Pediatric 
 Dentistry*
Goldfish Swim School - 
 Chapel Hill*
John and Gayle Hagler
Hamilton Point Investment  
 Advisors*
Hannah Ruth Foundation
Hawthorne and Wood*
Russell Helms and 
 Wendy Greene
Kim and Tim Hoke
Charles Humble and 
 Victoria Freeman
i9 Sports*
Jersey Mike’s*
Gary and Wendy Johnston
Jack Knight and Margaret Brown
Tom Kuncl
Patti Lenzen
Elmira Mangum
Mathnasium of Chapel Hill*
Sam McClure
Mark McCormick
Marne Meredith and 
 Kenneth Andrews
John and Sherene Min
George Minor
Kevin O’Sullivan
Sari Palmroth
Raymond and Deborah Parker
Mark and Diane Pozefsky
Vikram and Susan Rao
Marshall Robers
Tammy R. Severt, DDS, PA*
Richard and Julie Spero
Sports Endeavors*
Bradley and Tricia Staats
Karen Stegman
Robert and Deirdre Stifler
Rebecca Symons
Triangle Office Equipment, Inc.*
United Way of the 
 Greater Triangle
Crystal Vaught
Daniel and Saritha Vermeer
Dayna Webster
Murray Whitehill
Marguerite Wilkinson
Kim and Jim Williams
Maryjean and James Williams
Justin and Kulwadee Yung

*Recognizes our Partners in  
Education business sponsors

Donors



PO Box 877 
Carrboro, NC 27510

919.968.8819
psf@chccs.k12.nc.us

www.publicschoolfoundation.org

    : @publicschoolfoundation  
    : @publicschoolfoundation
    : CHC_PSF

Katherine Blass-Asaro
Cedric Bush
Georges Casimir
Jenny Commins
Christine Cotton
Greg Dixon
Nik Gandhi
Trevor Holman
Jim Kitchen
Tammy Lemoine

Elmira Mangum 
Denny Marcin
Mae McLendon
Anil Peres-Da-Silva
Tamara Rice
Kendall Thomason
Lawson Travers
Thomas Wortman
Stephanie Yost

2022-2023 Board of Directors and Staff
Ex Officio 
May Martin Bryan
Rani Dasi
Nyah Hamlett
Andy Jenks
Zaida Walker

Staff
Madeline Blobe
Nancy Zeman
Sarita Allen
Shannon Grabowski
Amy Petley
Pam Reed
Sue Sept

PSF STAFF

To donate, please 
use this code: 


